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SUNNY DAYS When the temperature rises, Deborah and her son, Mitchell, love 
to be poolside at their hideaway on Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula. “The pool 
is used from spring to Easter,” says Deborah (pictured opposite with Mitchell). 
White ‘Helios’ sunlounges from Huset are as comfy as they are stylish, while the 
‘Andorra’ limestone pavers from Eco Outdoor were chosen for more than their 
good looks. “Darker tiles can get so hot in summer, you can’t walk on them, but 
these pavers stay lovely and cool,” says Deborah. Inside, rays of sunlight spill 
into the family room (below), making it the most inviting of relaxation zones. 
Resting on a ‘Pebbles’ wool rug from Halcyon Lake is a duo of American oak 
coffee tables from Michael Hayes Furniture and a ‘Neo’ leather sofa from King 
Living, cosied up by a chunky throw from Closely Knit. 
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THIS BEAUTIFUL COASTAL ABODE HERALDS A  
FRESH START FOR ITS SEACHANGING OWNERS

BLUE
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After the wettest of weekends, it’s now Monday morning 
and the rain has cleared. Inside Deborah’s family home, 
nestled at the foot of a mountain in a quiet waterway 
development on Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula, 
music is playing, the floor is dappled with sunshine 

and the glistening marina beckons from almost every window.
The home’s strong connection to its glorious setting is what 

Deborah finds most magical. “I love watching the seasons change 
from here,” she says. “We have 40 magnolia trees and they’ll start to 
flower soon. There’s always something to appreciate.” 

While Deborah enjoyed city life for many years, she and her 
family knew the time had come to make a seachange. “We were 
living in Melbourne’s south-eastern suburbs when we thought about 
making the move,” she says. “We used to holiday on the Peninsula 
and just loved it. We knew it would be a big change, but we really 
wanted to be by the water.” 

And it seems serendipity was at play when Deborah and her 
husband, who have a seven-year-old son, Mitchell, decided to take 
the plunge. For, while the couple were instantly drawn to the prime 
parcel of land their home now stands on, they were told it had 
already been snapped up by someone else. Only for fate to intervene.

“That person decided not to go ahead with the purchase, so the 
agent contacted us. Before we knew it, we had the land,” she says. 
“It was absolutely meant to be. All of the pieces just came together.”

Having already formed a clear vision of her ideal abode, Deborah 
knew what needed to be done. “I went and bought some graph paper 

and drew exactly what I wanted,” she says. “I then took the drawing 
to an architect and said, ‘Can you design this for us?’ I think the 
footprint of a house is what really makes a home work.”

With Platform Builders & Designers charged with the home’s 
construction, Deborah watched with delight as the family’s dream 
came to life from the ground up. The result was just as they had hoped.

Celebrating the beauty of its natural environment, the home 
marries functionality with contemporary style. Split across two 
floors, the north-facing home captures the best of the Australian 
sun. On the ground level, a breezy living and dining domain opens 
to an expansive pool zone and garden. Also on this level, a guest 
retreat provides a warm welcome to visiting family and friends, 
while the upper floor houses the family’s tranquil sleeping quarters.

Happily, too, any decorating doubts Deborah may have harboured 
were resolved when she engaged the expertise of interior stylist and 
decorator Michelle Hart of Bask Interiors. Together, Michelle and 
Deborah imbued the home with a sleek modern look enlivened by 
a soft, yet distinctive palette. A tactile backdrop of timber, concrete 
and stone is warmed by pretty accents of pink, blue and misty grey. 

“Seeing this home built, and being involved in everything from 
finishes to colours, furniture, artwork and even decorator items, 
made this project a really special one to work on,” says Michelle.

With the house now complete, the family have every opportunity 
to enjoy time in their new environment. “We’ve made some really 
lovely friends in the area,” says Deborah. “Our home is definitely 
for living in and that’s what makes it perfect.”

DINING 
Monochrome magic comes to  
the dining room, courtesy of  
a cherished indigenous work, 
‘Travels Of Tingari Men From 
Tjukula’, by John John Bennett 
Tjapangati. “We had this painting 
in our previous home and it was 
definitely coming with us to 
this house,” says Deborah. “It’s 
one of our favourite pieces.”  
The stylish sideboard is solid 
American oak, as is the dining 
table – both custom-made by 
Michael Hayes Furniture – 
with the Rosie dining chairs 
in ‘Soot’ from Globe West 
playing a supporting role. 
“I like consistency and 
simplicity,” says Deborah. 

HALLWAY Melbourne artist Katie McKinnon was commissioned to produce the dramatic centre-piece in the entry (top left) and Deborah couldn’t be 
happier with the result. “I absolutely love it,” she says. “It’s like a whirl of water.” The Soho bench seat – topped with an Abode Living cushion – is from 
Space To Create, while the circular ‘Zinnia’ rug is from Armadillo & Co. LIVING AREA Natural blackbutt floorboards ground the core living and 
dining domains (top right), while gleaming polished concrete has proven the hardiest of floor surfaces for the high-traffic entry zone. “The concrete  
is great because it’s so low-maintenance and practical, but I did want the softness of timber in the main family areas,” says Deborah.
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KITCHEN 
Form meets function in the 
spacious kitchen (top left), where  
a sea of crisp white – via 2-pac 
cabinetry in Dulux Natural White 
and Caesarstone benchtops in 
Frosty Carrina – is balanced by  
the warmth of timber. Beacon 
Lighting ‘Sunraysia’ pendants are 
in keeping with the contemporary 
vibe. “I love to cook,” says Deborah, 
who sources ingredients from the 
family’s vegie garden. “We grow 
everything from beetroot to 
broccoli and brussels sprouts.”  
For casual meals, a custom-built 
table attached to the island (left)  
is ideal. “It’s such a social spot 
when we have friends over and it’s 
where we eat most of our meals  
as a family.” The ‘Crop’ bar stools 
by Relm are the perfect perches.

BUTLER’S PANTRY 
There’s no such thing as too  
much storage and this walk-in 
pantry (far left) helps keep 
everything in order. “My favourite 
item here is actually the little 
stool,” says Deborah. “It was 
Mitchell’s when he was a toddler 
and now I stand on it when I need 
something from the top shelf.”
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LIVING ROOM 
It may have originally been 
slated for the main bedroom,  
but the scene-stealing ‘Euphoria’ 
painting by Ruchi Rai is 
perfectly at home in the living 
room. “When I saw it in the 
home, I felt it deserved a bit  
more attention,” says Deborah. 
The ‘Como’ marble side table 
from Globe West and gold 
‘Silhouette’ desk lamp by Ross 
Gardam are ideal partners,  
while welcome touches of 
greenery are introduced 
throughout the home in the form 
of potted plants. “I water all of 
the indoor plants on the 15th and 
30th of every month – that way  
I don’t forget. I also try not to 
over-water them, as you can kill 
plants with too much love.” 

“WE HAD 35 OF OUR family FOR OUR FIRST CHRISTMAS 
HERE. PEOPLE WERE INSIDE AND OUT, BUT WE WERE  

ALL together. IT WAS WONDERFUL” ~ DEBORAH
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“THE SPACES ARE big, BUT I STILL WANTED THEM  
TO BE cosy. IT’S ALL ABOUT comfort FOR US” ~ DEBORAH

MAIN BEDROOM 
Sweet dreams are assured in the 
couple’s retreat (right), where 
pretty pastel tones have been 
teamed with luxe fabrics. “It’s such 
a soft and tranquil room,” says 
Deborah. The evocative ‘Subdued 
Memories’ photographic print 
by Joanne Piechota, available 
through Forman Art And Framing, 
sets the romantic palette, echoed 
in the Adairs ‘Vintage Washed’ 
bedlinen, ‘Rose’ cover and cushion 
by Sheets On The Line and green 
cushions from Nathan Jac. Floaty 
sheer curtains in Gummerson 
‘Astra’ Rope from Commercial 
Blind Specialists and a leather 
strapping bench in Natural from 
Fenton & Fenton add the perfect 
finishing touch to the sleep zone.
 
GUEST BEDROOM 
Who wouldn’t be happy to hang 
their hat in this gorgeous bedroom 
(right)? “People come in and say 
they don’t want to leave,” says 
Deborah with a laugh. A ‘Marcel’ 
pendant from Beacon Lighting 
illuminates the bed, while the 
‘Portofino’ throw in Indigo By 
Abode Living finds a tonal 
match in the blue velvet Adairs 
cushion, together with the ‘Indigo 
Bunting’ artwork by Mondocherry.

MITCHELL’S ROOM 
High-impact colour and pattern 
makes a fun statement in 
Mitchell’s room (far right). Kip  
& Co bedlinen works a boyish 
treat teamed with a bright Hale 
Mercantile throw and cushions 
from Kawaiian Lion. The artwork 
above the bed is from Blacklist 
Studio, while the framed piece 
resting on the side table was found 
at Forman Art And Framing. 
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WE LOVE...

bathing beautyIt may feature a jaw-dropping outlook 
all of its own, but the ensuite is just as 
blissful when the blinds come down – 
not least because of the divine beaded 

pendant suspended above the Abey 
‘Byron’ stone bath from Bentons. “It 

gives the room such a lovely soft light 
at night,” says Deborah. Find similar 

with the ‘Beaded Alexander’ light, 
$695, villagestores.com.au. The 

charcoal-hued ‘Lea’ floor tiles from 
Signorino provide comfort underfoot.
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Who lives here?
Deborah, a stay-at-home mum, her husband, 

who runs his own business, and their  
seven-year-old son Mitchell.

Did anything surprise you when it  
came to your decorating choices?
Deborah: “Yes, that I actually really  

love pink! It brings such a lovely  
 warmth to the home.”

Best thing about working with an  
interior stylist and decorator?

“The fact that she gave me the confidence to 
know that the decisions we were making were 
the right ones because we were in it together.”

Favourite weekend pastime?
“My husband is a keen fisherman and  

I also love fishing, as does Mitchell. We’ll  
often take toasted sandwiches with us and  

head out to fish for our dinner.”

INSIDE STORY
DEBORAH’S FAMILY HOME

COASTAL COOL

1. Blackbutt floorboards from  
Mountain Timber Products.
2. The newly built home in its  
picture-perfect environment.
3. Ceramique Nuage 70mm x 240mm 
tiles by Portobello from Perini  
Tiles encase the splashback in  
the butler’s pantry. 
4. The ‘Coco’ lounge chair in Navy  
from Click On Furniture, pink and  
green cushions from Barnaby Lane  
and Nathan Jac, and a ‘Martini’  
side table in Brass from West Elm.
5. ‘Euphoria’ by Ruchi Rai Art.
6. ‘Travels Of Tingari Men From 
Tjukula’ by John John Bennett 
Tjapangati.
7. Rhino from HK Living, lamp from 
Freedom, bedside table from Grazia & Co.
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CONTACTS

Interior stylist 
Michelle Hart, 0402 757 282, 
baskinteriors.com.au.
Builder 
Platform Builders & 
Designers, (03) 5988 3327.

COVERED DECK 
The alfresco zone is forever  
in use, thanks to an open-close 
roof that provides protection 
from both sun and rain. The 
family love relaxing on the 
‘King Cove’ modular outdoor 
sofa from King Living, teamed 
with a coffee table from  
the same range. An array  
of cushions – including ‘Leaf’ 
cushions from Madras Link 
and a ‘Zig Zag’ cushion using 
Sparkk fabric – provide vibrant  
shots of watery blue. And  
even the local wildlife approve. 
As Deborah says, “In summer, 
we have a pelican who always 
comes up to say hello, and two 
seagulls my son has named 
Jack and Jackie.”


